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            Good beautiful morning from Paradise Valley, where
            	                    [image: Good beautiful morning from Paradise Valley, where I do not (but would love to) live.]
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            When you think about the fact that the Obamas prod
            	                    [image: When you think about the fact that the Obamas produced Leave the World Behind, this scene hits different.]
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            "If you think about it, this is the paradox we liv
            	                    [image: "If you think about it, this is the paradox we live with, every day. Any day really could be your last. It’s the reason why not knowing the day we’re going to die is one of the greatest blessings we have. We don’t want to know. It would ruin everything. We would obsessively calculate the days and the hours, we’d insist that other people drop what they’re doing to spend time with us, because, after all, we’ve only got X number of days left on this planet! We’d become miserable. Unbearable. Impossible. We would very likely destroy any chance at a positive legacy. By the time we finally shuffled off our mortal coil, everyone would be good and ready for us to go."  Go to my Substack link in my bio for the full post, or visit skojecfile.steveskojec.com]
[image: "If you think about it, this is the paradox we live with, every day. Any day really could be your last. It’s the reason why not knowing the day we’re going to die is one of the greatest blessings we have. We don’t want to know. It would ruin everything. We would obsessively calculate the days and the hours, we’d insist that other people drop what they’re doing to spend time with us, because, after all, we’ve only got X number of days left on this planet! We’d become miserable. Unbearable. Impossible. We would very likely destroy any chance at a positive legacy. By the time we finally shuffled off our mortal coil, everyone would be good and ready for us to go."  Go to my Substack link in my bio for the full post, or visit skojecfile.steveskojec.com]
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            Do you or your kids love coloring books? How about
            	                    [image: Do you or your kids love coloring books? How about robots? With the Atomic Robot Coloring Book, you can enjoy the best of both! Printed on beautiful, high quality paper, this coloring book has 50 unique robots to color!  Get your copy right here: https://amzn.to/3SEMrYW]
[image: Do you or your kids love coloring books? How about robots? With the Atomic Robot Coloring Book, you can enjoy the best of both! Printed on beautiful, high quality paper, this coloring book has 50 unique robots to color!  Get your copy right here: https://amzn.to/3SEMrYW]

        
    



    
        
            When you find a cowl on your bed, you have to try 
            	                    [image: When you find a cowl on your bed, you have to try it on. When you try it on, you have to use a peasant voice. When you use a peasant voice, it helps if you recently had a tooth removed for orthodontia purposes.  Can’t be helped!]
[image: When you find a cowl on your bed, you have to try it on. When you try it on, you have to use a peasant voice. When you use a peasant voice, it helps if you recently had a tooth removed for orthodontia purposes.  Can’t be helped!]

        
    



    
        
            Dear Gen Z,

I'm gonna level with you: your Gen X 
            	                    [image: Dear Gen Z,  I'm gonna level with you: your Gen X parents know you got screwed, and we hate it. This world isn't the world we wanted for you, but we're all stuck playing in the ashes left for us by those who were not good stewards of the tremendous world that came before.   My generation was the last to see that world fading off into the sunset. We miss it every day.  Here's the thing: I know you. I'm raising several of you right now. You may get a bad rap, but I know you're not bad kids. That said, your black-pilled cynicism, your frustration, your fear, no matter how well-earned, is going to suck the joy out of your life and leave you hopeless if you don't find a way to master it. (As part of the generation that became synonymous with jaded disenchantment before you guys came along, believe me, we know.)   You got dealt a bad hand, no question. Things are too expensive. There aren't enough jobs that pay enough money to live on. College turned out to be a ponzi scheme for most of you. The world is going insane, you live every day fighting an uphill battle against what the internet and social media do to your minds and emotions, and the geopolitical situation is dangerously unstable.   But you've seen the meme below. It's true. It's happening right now. You didn't ask to be the strong men and women who take a broken world and create good times, but that is exactly the position you're in, and you can do it if you try.   Be excellent to one another. Focus on what unifies you, not what divides. Be forgiving and kind, especially of people's old mistakes. Leave all the needless racial tension behind, and judge others on the content of their character, not the color of their skin. Focus not on political or social activism, but on what you can do, today, to help make the world just a tiny bit better. Then do that again tomorrow. And the next day. And the next.   My generation will do our best to help you. We're older, we're tired, we're battle worn, but we get it. We're all on cleanup duty together. The only thing we ask is that...  Read the rest here: https://skojecfile.steveskojec.com/p/an-open-letter-to-gen-z-from-gen]
[image: Dear Gen Z,  I'm gonna level with you: your Gen X parents know you got screwed, and we hate it. This world isn't the world we wanted for you, but we're all stuck playing in the ashes left for us by those who were not good stewards of the tremendous world that came before.   My generation was the last to see that world fading off into the sunset. We miss it every day.  Here's the thing: I know you. I'm raising several of you right now. You may get a bad rap, but I know you're not bad kids. That said, your black-pilled cynicism, your frustration, your fear, no matter how well-earned, is going to suck the joy out of your life and leave you hopeless if you don't find a way to master it. (As part of the generation that became synonymous with jaded disenchantment before you guys came along, believe me, we know.)   You got dealt a bad hand, no question. Things are too expensive. There aren't enough jobs that pay enough money to live on. College turned out to be a ponzi scheme for most of you. The world is going insane, you live every day fighting an uphill battle against what the internet and social media do to your minds and emotions, and the geopolitical situation is dangerously unstable.   But you've seen the meme below. It's true. It's happening right now. You didn't ask to be the strong men and women who take a broken world and create good times, but that is exactly the position you're in, and you can do it if you try.   Be excellent to one another. Focus on what unifies you, not what divides. Be forgiving and kind, especially of people's old mistakes. Leave all the needless racial tension behind, and judge others on the content of their character, not the color of their skin. Focus not on political or social activism, but on what you can do, today, to help make the world just a tiny bit better. Then do that again tomorrow. And the next day. And the next.   My generation will do our best to help you. We're older, we're tired, we're battle worn, but we get it. We're all on cleanup duty together. The only thing we ask is that...  Read the rest here: https://skojecfile.steveskojec.com/p/an-open-letter-to-gen-z-from-gen]

        
    



    
        
            My latest Substack felt like it could use a "spoke
            	                    [image: My latest Substack felt like it could use a "spoken word" video version, so I threw one together. This is the short version.   Hope you enjoy it. You can see the full version on my YouTube channel (link in bio), or the original essay at my Substack right here:   https://skojecfile.steveskojec.com/p/arbitrary-sacred-places]
[image: My latest Substack felt like it could use a "spoken word" video version, so I threw one together. This is the short version.   Hope you enjoy it. You can see the full version on my YouTube channel (link in bio), or the original essay at my Substack right here:   https://skojecfile.steveskojec.com/p/arbitrary-sacred-places]

        
    



    
        
            Another day, another post, another weird auto-gene
            	                    [image: Another day, another post, another weird auto-generated Substack Instagram image! 😂  Catch the latest at skojecfile.steveskojec.com]
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            LOL! I love this Instagram graphic Substack auto-m
            	                    [image: LOL! I love this Instagram graphic Substack auto-magically made for this piece. It's about Marko Rupnik, though, so it's accurate. Decided to go with it.  Go to skojecfile.steveskojec.com to see it.]
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            Instagram suggested I make this out of some old ph
            	                    [image: Instagram suggested I make this out of some old photos I took, so who am I to question the almighty algorithm?]
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            If you feel like parts of your life might also be 
            	                    [image: If you feel like parts of your life might also be out of alignment, you may want to check out my latest post at skojecfile.steveskojec.com!]
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            This video was unexpected.

Last night, after work
            	                    [image: This video was unexpected.  Last night, after working way longer than I meant to yet again, I finally headed to bed. @jamieskojec was already asleep. I thought maybe I'd watch something for a bit, but just as I got comfortable, I heard the noise of a loud, whiny motor.   I couldn't tell where it was coming from at first. It wasn't inside the house. It sounded like a circular saw, but it was almost 11PM. My mind immediately went to the idea that we had a neighbor disposing of a body. 😬  We have a balcony off our second-floor Master bedroom. I opened the door and went outside. The air was filled with what looked like smoke, drifting hazily in front of the streetlights.   Then I realized it was dust, and what I was hearing was a leaf blower from half a block away. There's a tree and plant nursery right next to us, but who the hell was working at 11 on a Friday night? And on what?   Then I remembered: "I have a drone!"  I fired it up and started flying. I couldn't see anything on the screen. It was too dark. Then I remembered I had an ND filter on the lens for daytime shooting. I landed it, popped the filter off, and the world exploded into light and color.   On the next flight, the drone malfunctioned. I had an error on the screen, and it was drifting backward, fast. It was going to crash into our roof, or maybe our neighbor's. I frantically tried to get it up higher where there were no obstacles. "Maximum altitude reached" the machine voice grated through the speakers. I could barely see it in the night sky, but I put all my video game skills to work trying to get it out of harm's way. Finally it caught a GPS signal and righted itself, allowing me to ascend.   I buzzed the nursery. The entire parking lot looked like it was coated in ash. There was a street sweeping truck doing circles near two large, very full dumpsters.   I never figured out what was going on. I did get some cool shots.   Yes, I love nighttime drone videos and synthy, eerie music. Don't hate.]
[image: This video was unexpected.  Last night, after working way longer than I meant to yet again, I finally headed to bed. @jamieskojec was already asleep. I thought maybe I'd watch something for a bit, but just as I got comfortable, I heard the noise of a loud, whiny motor.   I couldn't tell where it was coming from at first. It wasn't inside the house. It sounded like a circular saw, but it was almost 11PM. My mind immediately went to the idea that we had a neighbor disposing of a body. 😬  We have a balcony off our second-floor Master bedroom. I opened the door and went outside. The air was filled with what looked like smoke, drifting hazily in front of the streetlights.   Then I realized it was dust, and what I was hearing was a leaf blower from half a block away. There's a tree and plant nursery right next to us, but who the hell was working at 11 on a Friday night? And on what?   Then I remembered: "I have a drone!"  I fired it up and started flying. I couldn't see anything on the screen. It was too dark. Then I remembered I had an ND filter on the lens for daytime shooting. I landed it, popped the filter off, and the world exploded into light and color.   On the next flight, the drone malfunctioned. I had an error on the screen, and it was drifting backward, fast. It was going to crash into our roof, or maybe our neighbor's. I frantically tried to get it up higher where there were no obstacles. "Maximum altitude reached" the machine voice grated through the speakers. I could barely see it in the night sky, but I put all my video game skills to work trying to get it out of harm's way. Finally it caught a GPS signal and righted itself, allowing me to ascend.   I buzzed the nursery. The entire parking lot looked like it was coated in ash. There was a street sweeping truck doing circles near two large, very full dumpsters.   I never figured out what was going on. I did get some cool shots.   Yes, I love nighttime drone videos and synthy, eerie music. Don't hate.]

        
    



    
        
            One January 14th, 2023, I picked up my wife and tw
            	                    [image: One January 14th, 2023, I picked up my wife and two of my boys from the airport as they returned from a trip to the East Coast. At 9:41PM, as were driving North on the AZ-51 near the Thunderbird road exit, I happened to look up in the middle of our conversation and saw a bunch of strange, orange lights just sitting there.  That section of the highway has bright streetlights, so I didn’t catch them at first. But there was something about the parallax view of these lights, the way they hovered in place, that made them feel strange. At first, I saw six, five of which were in a pentagonal formation, one of which was nearby, but not equidistant like the others were. I stopped what I was saying mid-sentence and announced that I was looking at something weird in the sky.  I also pulled out my own phone and began trying to film. By that time, the 6th light had already disappeared.  I have an iPhone 13 Pro Max, and I started with the 3x zoom, which I pointed in the general direction of the lights while still trying to keep my eyes on the road. I should have pulled over — I was driving — but I was so flustered by what I was seeing that it didn’t even occur to me. This is the video I managed to grab.  As I filmed, some of the lights began to pull away and vanish. First the fifth, then the fourth. The final three remained in an equilateral triangle formation until we passed the area where they were.  8 months later, I still think about it a lot, and I still can’t come up with an explanation that makes sense for what it was. And I wasn’t alone. Others in Arizona caught similar things that night.  #ufo #ufos #ufosighting #uap #arizona]
[image: One January 14th, 2023, I picked up my wife and two of my boys from the airport as they returned from a trip to the East Coast. At 9:41PM, as were driving North on the AZ-51 near the Thunderbird road exit, I happened to look up in the middle of our conversation and saw a bunch of strange, orange lights just sitting there.  That section of the highway has bright streetlights, so I didn’t catch them at first. But there was something about the parallax view of these lights, the way they hovered in place, that made them feel strange. At first, I saw six, five of which were in a pentagonal formation, one of which was nearby, but not equidistant like the others were. I stopped what I was saying mid-sentence and announced that I was looking at something weird in the sky.  I also pulled out my own phone and began trying to film. By that time, the 6th light had already disappeared.  I have an iPhone 13 Pro Max, and I started with the 3x zoom, which I pointed in the general direction of the lights while still trying to keep my eyes on the road. I should have pulled over — I was driving — but I was so flustered by what I was seeing that it didn’t even occur to me. This is the video I managed to grab.  As I filmed, some of the lights began to pull away and vanish. First the fifth, then the fourth. The final three remained in an equilateral triangle formation until we passed the area where they were.  8 months later, I still think about it a lot, and I still can’t come up with an explanation that makes sense for what it was. And I wasn’t alone. Others in Arizona caught similar things that night.  #ufo #ufos #ufosighting #uap #arizona]
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